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The Haj this year has been very smooth till date. The movement of 
pilgrims from Mina to Arafat was very smooth. It was in fact over by 9 AM. 
All pilgrims were there in their camps in Arafat by 9 AM for the first time in 
history. Similarly, the movement from Arafat to Muzdalifa was very smooth 
and comfortable.  

The train services were excellent this time. Our pilgrims used the 
Mashear trains very smoothly and comfortably. The Saudi authorities 
organized the train services very well.  

About 1500 volunteers from Kerala Muslim Cultural Congress (KMCC), 
Indian Fraternity Forum (IFF) and Jeddah Welfare Forum have provided 
much required help and guidance to the pilgrims at the railway stations 
and other public places. In addition to this, students from International 
Indian School, Jeddah have also provided excellent scouting services to the 
pilgrims. 

This time, there was no heavy rush seen in the Mashaer region. No 
unruly crowds or untoward incidents were seen or reported from anywhere 
in the Haj region till now.  

A remarkable achievement of this year’s Haj was that there only 41 
pilgrims who were reported missing since the start of operation in Mina as 
compared to 300 last year during the period. 

As regards deaths, 5 pilgrims died today (15.10.2013) of whom one 
has been buried while 4 cases are under burial process.  

Hon’ble Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad 
visited several camps and Maktabs of Indian pilgrims and interacted with 
pilgrims. 

  



Another information which we wish to share with the media is that 
this time Saudi authorities have located some illegal pilgrims at Arafat and 
have taken their fingerprints. If such pilgrims were found to be on visit 
visas, they will be banned and if they were on employment visas they will 
be fined and or banned for entering the kingdom. 

*** 

 

  

 


